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Introduction
Dimension
        Symmetry in everyday language 
refers to a sense of harmonious and 
beautiful proportion and balance. The 
relationship of symmetry to aesthetics 
is complex. Humans find bilateral sym-
metry in faces physically attractive; it 
indicates health and genetic fitness. 
Opposed to this is the tendency for ex-
cessive symmetry to be perceived as 
boring or uninteresting. People prefer 
shapes that have some symmetry, but 
enough complexity to make them inter-
esting. 
        Symmetry is used in the book lay-
out mainly for dividing the single page 
into two parts or four parts in order to 
fit the large images. People can find a 
strong relationship, between these two 
images. This proportional approach is 
the simplest arrangement to generate 
an aesthetic response.
        In mathematics, two quantities are 
in the golden ratio if their ratio is the 
same as the ratio of their sum to the 
large of the two quantities. There was 
a time when deviations from the truly 
beautiful page proportions 2:3, 1:√3, 
and the Golden Section were rare. 
Many books produced between 1550 
and 1770 show these proportions ex-
actly, to within half a millimeter.
        In the book, Golden ratio is mainly 
used to lay out two photos when one is 
landscape orientation and the other is 
portrait orientation. The layout can line 
up the photos in different sizes. And it 
can create a clear order for reader to 
read. At the same time, this rule can 
also divide the page into two parts in 
order to fit the text and image.
1 : 1 : 1 1 : 1.618 1 : 1
        Page layout is the part of graphic 
design that deals in the arrangement 
of visual elements on a page. It gener-
ally involves organizational principles 
of composition to achieve specific com-
munication objectives. A high quality 
page layout involves deciding on the 
overall arrangement of text and images, 
and on the size or shape of the page. It 
requires both intelligence and creativity, 
also it is informed by culture, psychol-
ogy, and what the document authors 
and editors wish to municate and em-
phasize.
        The book which I did laid out is an 
architecture draft text written by Profes-
sor Julia Robinson. The book analyzes  
complex housing from Netherlands. 
The book introduces nine housing prec-
edents as well as the typological use of 
Dutch complex housing. The amount of 
text and architectural illustration in the 
book are almost equal. The illustrations 
are crucial because they can help the 
reader understand the content more 
intuitively.
        To design the layout for this book, 
I created an invisible but orderly grid 
to lay out both texts and illustrations. 
All the illustrations relate to the nearby 
texts which guide readers to under-
stand the content more straightforward-
ly.
       The proportion is one of the crucial 
rule to create a logical page layout. The 
proportional rules I used in the book
include symmetry, golden ratio  and 
rule of thirds. The interlaced use of 
these three basic rules not only creates 
a logical and orderly reading way but 
also increases the pleasurable sense 
of reading. The right size and color can 
really help the reader to distinguish the 
major and minor content.
       A good page layout can help read-
er understand the content more easily, 
and can also help present their works 
better. 
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        The rule of thirds is a “rule of thub” 
or guideline which applies to the pro-
cess of composing visual images such 
as designs, films, paintings, and photo-
graphs. The guideline proposes that an 
image should be imagined as divided 
into nine equal parts by two equally 
spaced horizontal lines and two equally 
spaced vertical lines, and that impor-
tant compositional elements should be 
placed along these lines or their inter-
sections.
        This rule composes the basic for-
mat for the book layout. Which the sin-
gle page is divided by two vertical lines 
and then they generate three columns. 
And the three columns do not all fill the  
content. Only two of them for texts and 
illustrations, the third column is totally 
blank for notes and a visual rest. Also, 
this proportion can divide the page into 
more parts to fit more illustrations.
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